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We are a Christ-Centered congregation com-

mitted to the authority of the Bible as the in-

spired Word of God.  We follow His Word, 

which commands us to reach out to all people 

with the saving power of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ through worship, witness and service. 

 

Council Officers for 
2021 & Retreat Date 

 

The Congregation Council Of-

ficers for 2021 are:  

Jason Smith  - President 

David Preslar- Vice President 

Kevin Holland - Secretary 

The new council members serv-

ing the term 2021- 2023 are:  

Harry Agner, Kevan Barringer, 

Jeff Fleming, Tony Hawkins, 

Thomas Mead. 
 

The council retreat is set for 

January 9 beginning at 8 am in 

the Smith Assembly Hall.  

 

Members should dress comfort-

ably and bring with them their 

council notebook, a writing in-

strument, and Bible.  There will 

be coffee and lunch will be pro-

vided by the outgoing council 

members. 

 

 

The Church Office  

will be closed 

December 24- 

January 1. 

 

 

Youth to lead 
worship in January 

 

During the month of January, 

Christiana youth will be taking 

part in various aspects of wor-

ship and will serve as ushers 

and greeters during the entire 

month. We are blessed with 

many children and youth here 

at Christiana and it is wonderful 

to see them growing in their 

faith as well as taking part in 

leading worship. 

 

O God, you give the winter’s cold,  
as well as summer’s joyous rays.  
You warmly in your love enfold,  

and keep us through life’s wintry days.  
 

—Samuel Longfellow  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19  Katie Sease 

20 LuAnne Scott 

21  Kent Cozart 

21  Dollie Lingle 

22  Chase Hawkins 

23 Marshall Shank 

23  Meredith Diaz  

24 Dylan Kluttz 

24  Tara Beaver 

25  Hannah Isley 

25 Riley Isley 

26 Marlene Pethel 

29  Lynda Pethel  

1    Erica Isley 

3    Scott Isley 

5 Emily Barnes 

10 Megan Lyerly 

12  Matt Fleming 

13 Pr. Carl Haynes  

13  Sheryl Lyerly 

14  Jeremy Cross 

14  Camille Abernathy 

14  Eddie Eller 

14 Denise Koehn 

16  Emmett Shank 

18 Roy Pethel, Jr. 

January Birthdays 

Those Who Serve in January 
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January Altar Flowers 
 

Jan. 3: Kathy & Carl Haynes 
  
 

Jan. 10: Emily Barnes 
 Pedestal—Suzanna Roth Tubman 
 

Jan. 17:  
  
 

Jan. 24:  
 
Jan. 31  
 

 

Please notify Kathy Haynes if you would 
like to provide flowers for any available 

Sunday throughout the year. 

 

December 
Attendance 

 

December 6 
Sunday School: 41 
Worship: 75 
 
December 13 
Sunday School: 48 
Worship: Attendance not 
recorded 
 
December 20 
Sunday School: 40 
Worship: 79 

 
 

Reader: Terry Ritchie 

Greeter: Jenny Roberts & youth 

Usher: Brian Barringer & youth 

Altar Guild: Carmen Pethel, Linda Connell, Earlene Ritchie 

Sound: Tony Hawkins 

Lock Up: Mike Yarbrough 

Offering Counters: Cam & Laurie Ritchie 

Have you planted your seed of Stewardship? 
 

Here’s how: 
 

If you plant honesty, you will reap trust. 

If you plant goodness, you will reap friends. 

If you plant humility, you will reap greatness. 

If you plant perseverance, you will reap contentment. 

If you plant consideration, you will reap perspective. 

If you plant hard work, you will reap success. 

If you plant forgiveness, you will reap reconciliation. 

If you plant faith in Christ, you will reap a harvest. 

If you plant your Time, Talent, and your Offering, you will reap paradise. 

 



 
 

 
“God’s Word Forever Shall Abide!” 

 
“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.” 

Isaiah 40:8 

 
Just as 1918 is known for the Spanish Flu Pandemic that killed over 500 million people 
world-wide, 2020 will forever be known in history as the year of the COVID-19 Pandem-
ic. Those of us who survive it will remember the job losses, the businesses that closed 
temporarily or shut down permanently. We will remember congress haggling over stimu-

lus packages and political parties blaming one another for the pandemic.  
 
The new norm has become social distancing and face masks, hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes. We’ve 
stopped shaking hands and instead bump fists, arms or elbows. Huggers are at a loss for what to do. Some peo-
ple stay home, some venture out with caution. Some risk eating inside a restaurant, while most folks get take 
out to go or have it delivered. 
 
Grocery shopping has changed for folks who feel at risk. Ordering groceries online and having them brought 
to your car in the parking lot or delivered to your home has fast become a norm. The same can be said of 
Zoom meetings, working from home, virtual school, and churches livestreaming their worship services on Fa-
cebook or YouTube.  
 
We can only hope that these “new norms” are only temporary. After all the Spanish flu lasted not quite three 
years and then life got back to normal. Hopefully sometime in 2021 we can all go back to work, to school, out 
to eat and shop without fear and masks. 
 
But what if it doesn’t? What if 2021 is worse than 2020? Someone posed that question on Facebook several 
weeks ago and the panicked responses went viral. My comment was “God will already be there.” This is a 
blessing we who believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior should know. Anytime a child of God goes 
through a tough time, God is present. His promises are sure and his word is steadfast. 
 
In the Bible verse above from Isaiah 40:8 we learn that all aspects of this life are temporary, but God’s Word 
stands forever. Martin Luther, in his hymn “A Mighty Fortress” states that “God’s Word forever shall abide.” 
God’s Word—the Living Word is Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of the Father, who lives and reigns for-
ever with the Father and the Spirit. His suffering, death and resurrection paid the price for our sin and makes 
possible the forgiveness of our sin and the promise that we will live forever in heaven with him. 
 
So what if 2021 is worse than 2020?  God is with us and his Word assures us that nothing can separate us from 
his love in Christ Jesus our Lord. It also assures us that God will bring good out of all situations for those who 
love the Lord and are called according to his purpose. You will find this in Romans chapter 8. So even if 2021 
is worse, God can and will bring good out of it.  
 
And even if it meant our death from the virus, that’s the ultimate good that could come out of it because we go 
to be with the Lord forever! It does not get any better than that. So take comfort from God’s Word that he goes 
with you into the New Year and will take care of you. Put your trust in him. Love and serve him with all your 
heart, mind and soul.  
 
The Prayer of the Day for New Year’s Eve is a good one to pray: Eternal Father, you have placed us in a 
world of space and time, and through the events of our lives you bless us with your love. Grant that in this new 
year we may know your presence, see your love at work, and live in the light of the event which gives us joy 
forever—the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Amen indeed! Come, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor Carl 
Page 3 



 

Our Members in Nursing Homes 
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Autumn Care 
Joe Haas 
 
    

Liberty Commons:  
Elizabeth  Ritchie 

 
                  Trinity Oaks: 
       Cardell Gibson     
 
 

WINTER SNOW SCHEDULE 

If it snows or ices on Sunday morning and the 
roads are too dangerous for travel, worship 
services will be cancelled and the church 
phone tree will be activated to notify you.  
You may also watch WBTV or WSOC televi-
sion stations for cancellation notices.  You can 
get a quick list of all cancellations by going to 
www.wbtv.com or www.wsoctv.com. Also 
check our website or Facebook page or call 
Pastor Carl at 704-223-1468.  

Packing Away the  
Christmas Decorations 
 

On Thursday, January 7 at 6:30pm, Christmas 

decorations will be taken down, carefully packed, 

and put away.  This is a big job that takes a lot of 

help.  The Worship Committee & Altar Guild of 

Christiana invite all who will come to help with 

this endeavor.   

Annual Reports due January 5 

All persons responsible for a written annual report 

should have the report to the church office no later 

than January 5.  
 

E-mailed reports are preferred at  

christiana1@charlotte.twcbc.com  

   Congregational Prayer Concerns 
 

 
Charles Roberts, recovering from surgery to repair heart valve. Linda 

Cline’s parents being treated for COVID-19. Eston Doyle, moved to Trini-

ty Oaks, Apt. 320B. Kathie Albright, pain issues following spinal epidural. 

Banks Kluttz, Becky Morris , Pr. Randall Cauble no longer have COVID-

19. Ricky Cross’s uncle David, recovering from fall. Woodrow Frick, fractured hip healing 

nicely. Ron Turbyfill completed treatment for now. KC Coffey’s sister in law Angela, radia-

tion treatments. Don & Rose Dedmon in poor health. 

 
Our Sympathy to the family of Jeanne Diaz at her death on Nov.29th. 
 
Our Sympathy to Wanda Smith and family at the death of her sister Judy Hearne, Dec. 7th. 
 
Congratulations to Janet Allen at the birth of her grandson Elliott Owen Allen born Dec. 8th. 



 

 

 

 

 

The Church Office is in the 

process of compiling the 2020

-2021 Annual Report Booklet 

and Church Directory.  If 

your personal information 

was incorrect in the last direc-

tory or if you have a new address, phone number, E-

mail address, or if your birthday was not listed or 

was incorrectly listed, please fill out the following 

form and return to church office or place in the of-

fering plate.  The information may also be e-mailed 

to:  

christiana1@charlotte.twcbc.com. 
 

 

Name:____________________________________ 
 

Address:___________________________________ 
 

Phone:____________________________________ 
 

Email:____________________________________ 
 

Birthday:_________________________________ 
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Scripture Lessons for January 
2nd Sunday after Christmas, Jan. 3 

1 Kings 3:4-15 

Psalm 119:97-104 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

Luke 2:40-52 

 

Baptism of Our Lord, Jan. 10 

Genesis 1:1-5 

Psalm 29 

Romans 6:1-11 

Mark 1:4-11 

 

2nd Sunday after the Epiphany, Jan. 17 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 

Psalm 139:1-10 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

John 1:43-51 

 

3rd Sunday after the Epiphany, Jan. 24 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Psalm 27:1-9 

1 Corinthians 7:29-35 

Mark 1:14-20 
 

4th Sunday after the Epiphany, Jan. 31 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Psalm 111 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Mark 1:21-28 

To the Cemetery Fund 
In memory of Jim & Willene Lyerly by Jimmy & 
Kathy Davis 
In memory of Moses & “Mac” Kluttz by Kay & Elvin 
Clapp 
 

To Brighten the Beacon 
In memory of Jeanne Diaz by Nick & Charlotte  
Pacilio and Mike & Vickie Keene 
In memory of Ann Renegar by 
United in Christ SS Class 
 

To Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
In memory of Jeanne Diaz by 
Madeline Zieverink 
In honor of Cam & Laurie Ritchie by Madeline 
Zieverink 
 

To LCW-MKL Circle 
In memory of Jeanne Diaz by Charlotte Pacilio, Jan 
Pruette, Charles & Jenny Roberts 
 
To the Music Fund 
In memory of Pauline Lyerly by Ann Bostian 
 
To the Building Fund 
In memory of Nellie Trexler by Janet & Kenneth 
Trexler 
 

To the Therapy Dog Fund 
In honor of Jackson Smith’s 1st birthday by Voight 
and Frances Basinger 



LCW Happenings 
 

MKL Group  
 will meet at the church  

on Tuesday, January 5 at 10 a.m. 
Program Leader is  
Charlotte Pacilio. 

 
Sister Lucille Group will meet  
at 7:00 p.m. on January 5 in the 

Smith Assembly Hall. Hostess and 
program leader is Vickie Keene 

 

Scholarships Available Through Christiana in 2021 

The following scholarships are available through Christiana Congregation. Those interested in applying please 
note the requirements.  Complete information about each scholarship and applications are available on the church 
website, www.christianalutheran.org. If you have any questions or if you need assistance in accessing the infor-
mation, please contact either Marsha Beaver, chairperson of the 2021 committee, or the church office. 

Lena Bangle Lyerly Scholarship 
Must be a Christiana Lutheran Church member that participates and attends Christiana 

Lutheran Church as school schedules allows.  
Enrolled in a two or four year college/university. 
Working toward a degree in Health or Christian Ed. and having accrued 12 or more credit hours in that 

school of study. 

Brad Patrick Scholarship 
Scholarship will be awarded to a Rowan-Salisbury Public High School Senior with a financial need to 

further their education.  
Applications may be obtained in the Guidance Counselor’s office in any Rowan County High School. 

Hubert & Blanche Ritchie Scholarship High School (1)  
Must be a participating and engaged member at Christiana Lutheran Church for the previous 24 months pri-

or to the application deadline.  
High school senior. 
Enrolled full time in a two or four year college/university. 

 
Hubert & Blanche Ritchie Scholarship College (2)  

Must be a Christiana Lutheran Church member that participates and attends Christiana Lutheran 
Church as school schedules allow. 

Full time college student 
See full eligibility requirements on the church website. 

 
All scholarship applications must be completed and returned to the church office by 12 noon on Friday, 

March 12 ,2021. Any applications received after that date will not be considered. All applicants applying for 
scholarships must have an official transcript from the school sent to the church office. No others will be accept-
ed. For those applying, and meeting scholarship requirements, check(s) will be made payable to the educational 
institution and the recipient awarded the scholarship only. This way we ensure the funds are going to support 
the student in their academic endeavors and not for miscellaneous or erroneous expenses. 
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Bible Quiz 
 
According to Matthew, who was pre-
sent at Jesus’ baptism? (Choose all 
that apply) 
 
A. John the Baptist 
B. The Spirit of God 
C. Jesus’ mother, Mary 
D. His first disciples 
 
 
 
                                              Answer: 

A. & B. See Matthew 3:13-17 



 
Council Meeting Minutes 

December 13, 2020 

    Present        New Members      Also Present                Absent 

 
Concerns, Receptions and Approvals: 

Minutes from November 2020 council meeting and congregational meeting were approved. 
Pastor’s report for November 2020 was presented and approved. 
Financial reports were presented: 
November income was $4,622.24 above budget with YTD income $596.23 above budget. 
November spending was $5,832.0 below budget with YTD spending $50,818.21 less than budgeted. 
Cash on hand $98,526.19. 
November contributions to Brighten the Beacon were $1,160.00. 

 
The financials were approved as presented. 
 
Election of Officers for 2021: 
Nominations were taken and motions were made, seconded and approved to accept the following individuals as officers: 
Jason Smith, President 
David Preslar, Vice-President 
Kevin Holland, Secretary 
All officers and new council members will be installed during today’s worship service. 
 
Committee and Auxiliary Reports and Concerns: 
 

Stewardship – A recommendation was brought from the Stewardship Committee to take a special offering to help 
the Holland family with the purchase of a therapy dog.  A motion was made, seconded and approved to take a 
special offering on December 20th to go towards the purchase of the therapy dog for the Holland family. 

Christian Education-Sunday School teachers from nursery to Senior High will meet on December 20th for lunch 
and choose a curriculum.  A chairperson is still needed for this committee. 

Property-  The issue with water flowing from the educational building onto the roof has been identified.  A motion 
was made, seconded and approved for Statesville Roofing to redirect the water flow with said repair not to ex-
ceed the sum of $2,000.00.  After all work is completed, the ceiling affected by the water damage will be re-
painted.   

Evangelism- A thank you was given for everyone’s efforts in the Thanksgiving meal. 
Fellowship- The veterans that meet for meals on Tuesday in the Fellowship Hall are doing a great job of cleaning 

and sanitizing afterwards.  A thank you was given for one of the veterans who took it upon himself to refinished 
a podium in the Fellowship Hall that had been damaged by water. 

Landscape- A thank you was given to Kevan Barringer for keeping the landscaping at Christiana looking beautiful. 
Nehemiah- Meeting on December 17, 2020 for a Christmas dinner.  A thank you was given to this committee for 

everything they do. 
Youth – Christmas caroling tonight- each family will drive their own car.  Afterwards, will return to church to watch 

Charlie Brown Christmas, make Christmas cards for those not able to attend church and partake of a delicious 
macaroni and cheese bar. 

Brighten the Beacon- A new committee will form soon. 
LCW – Sister Lucille Group will meet on December 16th to stuff stockings for our homebound members and mem-

bers in nursing homes and to box the food for the Reverse Advent Calendar.   Miss Katherine Lyerly Group 
cleaned the kitchen in the Fellowship Hall and recently met for lunch and prepared bags for the shut-ins. 

Scouts – Michael Lowry is now participating in the scout program at Faith Lutheran. 
Bus – Kevin Holland is coming by every week to start the bus and let it run for a little.   
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Jason Smith, Pres. 
David Preslar, VP 
Linda Crouch, Sec. 
LaVaughn Beaver 
Sue Wall 

Kevin Holland 
Jenny Roberts 
Mike Yarbrough 
Earlene Ritchie 
Laura Ritchie 

Marlene Pethel 
Robbie Robinson 
Boni Lowry 
Eddie Eller 
Jay Goodman 

Harry Agner 
Kevan Barringer 
Jeff Fleming 
Tony Hawkins 

Carl Haynes, Pastor 
Laurie Ritchie, Treas. 

Thomas Mead 
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 Prayerful Consideration of Council Members: 
Pastor Mwavu Ronald is a recent graduate of the Lutheran College in Uganda.  He serves two rural church congregations 
which are very poor and are unable to pay him a salary.  Round trip between these two churches is 44 kilometers which 
he basically walks.  He is self employed as a ditch/foundation digger.  He is presently recovering from malaria and needs 
approximately $200.00 to help pay for his medical bills and medication.  His monthly expenses are $300.00 which 
would help pay his bills, supply food for his family, help with transportation and purchase bread and wine for commun-
ion.  This would help him not to have to dig ditches which the doctors say is taking a toll on his health.  A motion was 
made, seconded and approved for the Christmas Eve offering to go to Pastor Mwavu Ronald to help him in his ministry 
and for his health and family. 
 

Closing Prayer – Pastor Carl Haynes 
 

Adjourn 
 

Next meeting:  Council Retreat:  January 9, 2021 at 8:00 a.m. 
Will be participating in a food packing activity at Rowan Helping Ministries and will return to Christiana for the council 
meeting. 
 

Motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn meeting. 
 

Lockup and Devotions for January:  Mike Yarbrough 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Linda Crouch 
Council Secretary 

Christiana is beginning her 150th year of ministry!  Let's look back to January of 1871 
 

The Lutheran families who lived in this area of Rowan County had to travel to 

either Union Lutheran Church (established in 1778) or Organ Lutheran Church 

(established in 1774) for worship services and for Sunday School/Catechism 

classes.  They became determined that not even the bitter winter weather nor 

the nearly impassable "roads" would keep them from the regular worship of 

our Lord.  They were determined that their children WOULD receive proper 

instruction from the Bible and Luther's Catechism.  So they began to meet in 

the home of Nathan Brown.  (It stands today across the road from our ceme-

tery.) The  Rev. Simeon Scherer of Union Lutheran Church worked with the families and organized Christiana Evangel-

ical Lutheran Church.  On January 22, 1871 Christiana was officially chartered with the North Carolina Synod. The sev-

en charter members were Nathan Brown, Henry Brown, Moses Lingle, Charles Lyerly, Daniel Frick, John Miller, and 

Milus Miller.  The first building (53' x 35') was built on  five acres of land purchased from Nathan Brown and his moth-

er, Amy, for $25.00.  It served the congregation until 1899 when a larger building was needed to handle the larg-

er number of members. (That was the building which was destroyed by fire on a Sunday morning in March of 

1945. That story will be in the March newsletter.)  So the first seven founders did indeed provide for their own families, 

and they welcomed others from the community to worship and study with them.  Christiana was growing! 
 

Things surely were different in 1871...people, homes, work, clothing, and food.  Almost unrecognizable to us!  But one 

thing has not changed----GOD---His Word and His Love!  We have received a rich heritage.  May we leave a rich  

legacy!      



6190 US Hwy 52 
Salisbury NC  28146 

Address Service Requested 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Phone: 704-279-4655 
Fax: 704-279-1595 

Mailed Dec. 23, 2020 

An Important Message  
from our Treasurer  

 
 

It would be very helpful to me and to all who help count and rec-
ord the offerings if you would do the following: 
1. Please use the envelopes you were given for 2021.  PLEASE 

DO NOT USE OLD ENVELOPES because in most cases, 
the numbers have changed. 

2. Please put your NAME on the envelope. 
3. If you make a contribution to the Brighten the Beacon Fund, 

Cemetery Fund, etc., please write a SEPARATE CHECK as 
these monies are deposited into a separate account from your 
regular envelope offering. 

4. PLEASE use one of the special envelopes for your contribu-
tions to any fund other than the general fund.  

      Do not use your general fund envelope  
for contributions to special funds. 

 

These procedures will help ensure that your contribution gets 
posted to your name and to the proper account. Thank you for 
your help and if you have any questions, please let me know. 
 

Sincerely, 

Laurie Ritchie 

 

Blood Drive 

January 17 

12-4:30 p.m. 
 

Fellowship Hall 
 

There is a huge need for donors! 

Please call Joe Koehn at  

704-642-1658 or Denise Koehn 

at 704-433-4877 or email them at 

dizjoe7@gmail.com   

to schedule an appt.   

Join us on Facebook 

Sunday School       9:15 AM 
Sunday Worship  10:30 AM 
 
Pastor: Carl M. Haynes 
E-Mail: pastorcarl@charlotte.twcbc.com 
Council President: Jason Smith  
Council Vice-President: David Preslar 
Council Secretary: Kevin Holland 
 
Church Secretary: Ann Teague 
Email:christiana1@charlotte.twcbc.com 
Church Treasurer: Laurie Ritchie 
Organist/Music Director: Becky Morris 
 
Christiana Lutheran Men: Jason Smith 
Christiana Rowdy Seniors: Jenny Roberts 
 
Chancel Choir             
     Becky Morris,  Director       
     Wednesdays 6:45 p.m. 
                    
Handbell Choir          
     Kathy Haynes, Director  
     4 p.m. Sundays 
 
Children’s Choirs 
      Becky Morris, Director 
      Little Thrive,  afternoon on Sundays 
      Young Thrive, afternoon on Sundays 

mailto:dizjoe7@gmail.com

